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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|^| the international application as originally filed 

| | the description: 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| 1 the claims: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



_ , filed with the letter of 



| | the drawings: 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



| 1 the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international prelirninary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



been furnished. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



- | I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

* « — » beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 7-205274 A (Canon Kabushiki Kaisha) , 8 

August 1995 , full text and fig. 1-19 
Document 2: US 5944930 A (Canon Kabushiki Kaisha) , 31 

August 1999, full text and fig. 1-3 0 
Document 3: JP 10-207268 A (Showa Electric Wire & Cable 

Co., Ltd.), 7 August 1998, full text 
Document 4: WO 00/69623 Al (Kaneka Corp.), 23 November 

2000, full text and fig. 1-64 



Claims 



1-13 



Claims NO 

Claims ^ * ES 

Claims 1-7, 9-13 NO 

Claims 1-13 YES 

Claims NO 



Claims 1-3 

Document 1 discloses a tubular film wherein a film 
with a thickness of 25 urn is wound n times around a jig 
(in particular, examples 1, 4 and 5 are wound 2 or 3 
times) . Document 2 discloses a tubular film wherein a 
sheet-form film of a fluorocarbon resin, etc., is wound a 
plurality of times. Document 3 discloses the use of PTFE, 
etc., as the fluorocarbon resin to be used as a fixing 
film. 

Documents 1 and 2 disclose inventions that belong to 
the same technical field, and it is easily derivable to a 
person skilled in this technical field to use a 
fluorocarbon resin as the material of the film disclosed 
in document 1. In addition, optimizing or achieving the 
preferred range of the numerical value of the thickness is 



FormPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/JP 02/13694 



a feature that can be designed as appropriate by a person 
skilled in the technical field. Furthermore, the selection 
of polytetraf luoroethylene as the fluorocarbon resin is 
easily derivable from the disclosures in document 3 for a 
person skilled in said technical field. 

Claims 4-7 

Documents 1-3 disclose the configuration described 
above. Document 1 further discloses a tubular film, in 
which the film is wound a plurality of times, with a 
thickness of 50 Jim. In addition, document 3 discloses a 
tubular film having a surface roughness of Rz, a thickness 
of approximately 3 pm or less, and a tensile strength of 
15 kgf/mm 2 or higher. Optimizing or achieving the 
preferred range of the numerical value is a feature that 
can be designed as appropriate by a person skilled in the 
technical field. 

Claim 9 

Documents 1-3 disclose the configuration described 
above. Document 4 discloses a method of manufacturing a 
belt on which a resin film is wound two or more times, 
wherein an adhesive layer is provided. The application of 
the above -mentioned configuration disclosed in document 4, 
in the plurality of winding disclosed in document 1, is 
easily derivable for a person skilled in said technical 
field- 

Claims 10-13 

Documents 1-3 disclose the configuration described 
above. In addition, the tubular film disclosed in document 
1 is for use in a fixing device, and the use of a tubular 
film as a fixing roll or a fixing belt is easily derivable 
for a person skilled in said technical field. 
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